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Abstract 

This thesis investigates how FC St. Pauli gathered a worldwide left-wing fanbase despite their 

relative lack of success, usually being confined to the second German division. To answer this 

question, two Dutch St. Pauli fan clubs have been interviewed, secondary literature has been 

reviewed and archives and social media accounts of supporter groups and fan clubs have been 

examined. This thesis argues that the unique situation in the St. Pauli district of the 1980’s, 

led to left-wing activist and squatters becoming fans of the club. Due to their eventual 

organisation and protesting success, they grew and their image spread. In the early 2000s a 

new group called Ultrà Sankt Pauli would continue to spread St. Pauli’s ideals. Cooperation in 

an international antifascist network called Alerta, and with other left-wing supporters in 

general, strengthened their ideals and activism. Because of their image, ideals and fame, St. 

Pauli gained fan clubs from all over the world, as many of these supporters were disillusioned 

with their own team, or cannot find a team like St. Pauli in their geographical location. As 

most of these fan clubs are politically active, FC St. Pauli has gathered a worldwide left-wing 

fanbase. 

 

Keywords: Football, Supporters, Anti-fascism, Left-wing, Fan clubs 
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Introduction 

Football and politics may seem like two opposite poles. However, this is not always the case. 

Football and politics are intertwined in many stadiums throughout the world. One of these 

stadiums is the Millerntor-Stadion, home to FC St. Pauli, a football club from the St. Pauli 

district in Hamburg, Germany. One of the stands of this imposing stadium is permanently 

divided by a large banner bearing the text; “Kein Fussbal den Faschisten” (“No football for 

fascists”).1 FC St. Pauli has a history of left-wing, antifascist activism dating back to the 1980s, 

while the district of St. Pauli has had an even longer history of political activism. 

It is remarkable that FC St. Pauli ranks second when it comes to brand recognition 

among German football clubs, only topped by FC Bayern München, a massively successful 

team both on a national and international level.2 FC St. Pauli has arguably had more success 

off, than on the pitch. Since its founding in 1910, FC St. Pauli have played in the German 

Bundesliga eight different seasons and the furthest they have gotten in the race for the DFB-

Pokal, the German cup, was in 2006 when they were semi-finalists. However, an independent 

report estimated that there are roughly 11 million ‘St. Pauli-Symphatisanten’ in Germany 

alone.3 This is not counting thousands of fans who founded St. Pauli fan clubs in Athens, The 

Hague, New York and many other places around the world. Their large worldwide fanbase is 

unusual for a team that spends most of its seasons in the second German league.  

 The foundation for their popularity arose in the late 1980s, when something changed in 

and around the Millerntor. Whereas the club drew an average attendance of about 2,676 during 

the 1983/1984 season, this number grew to 8,168 for the 1987/1988 season and 20,909 in 

1988/1989.4 This growth in attendance corresponds with a shift in fan culture in the Millerntor. 

While the St. Pauli district always seemed to have had a proletarian character, the stands of the 

Millerntor now started to have their own distinct leftist culture, one of rebellion against the 

establishment, left-wing ideals and antifascist ideas.  

Hamburg, with over 1.7 million residents, is the most prosperous region of Germany.5 

St. Pauli is, however, the third-poorest quarter in the city.6 This difference is also seen in the 

 
1 As seen in illustration 1 at the end of this introduction. 
2 Oliver Lau, ‘Mobilcom sponsert FC St. Pauli’, Heise Online 

https://www.heise.de/newsticker/meldung/Mobilcom-sponsert-FC-St-Pauli-83059.html (consulted on 15-05-

2020). 
3 Ibidem. 
4 Ontwikkeling Toeschouwersaantallen FC St. Pauli, Transfermarkt  https://www.transfermarkt.nl/fc-st-

pauli/besucherzahlenentwicklung/verein/35 (consulted on 14-05-2020). 
5 Chris Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’ A Social History of FC St. 

Pauli, 1986-1991 (Warwick 2009) 18. 
6 Ibidem, 19. 

https://www.heise.de/newsticker/meldung/Mobilcom-sponsert-FC-St-Pauli-83059.html
https://www.transfermarkt.nl/fc-st-pauli/besucherzahlenentwicklung/verein/35
https://www.transfermarkt.nl/fc-st-pauli/besucherzahlenentwicklung/verein/35
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rivalry FC. St. Pauli has with Hamburger SV (HSV), the other major football club in Hamburg. 

Whereas St. Pauli has never consistently played in the German top flight of football, HSV was, 

up until 2018, the only team to have continuously played in the Bundesliga since its 

establishment in 1963.7 HSV has won the Bundesliga seven times, the Europacup I in 1983 and 

the Europacup II in 1977. This rivalry can therefore be understood as a rivalry of rich versus 

poor, champions versus underdogs, and a rivalry that is about more than just football. The same 

contrast can be seen between the St. Pauli district and Hamburg in general, although August 

Bebel, founder of the German Social democratic party, described Hamburg as the “cradle of 

German Socialism”.8 

 Although football is becoming a more serious topic for sociological and cultural studies, 

historical studies are few and far in between. FC St. Pauli has garnered some historical attention 

due to their fame and status as a cult club. Chris Sanderson has written a dissertation in 2009 

titled ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’ A Social History of FC 

St. Pauli, 1986-1991. Nick Davidson published Pirates, Punks & Politics; FC St. Pauli: Falling 

in Love with a Radical Football Club in 2014 (of which he donates all royalties to the St Pauli 

Museum project). Both works sketch an in-depth history of the club, concluding that FC St. 

Pauli’s fans ‘turned left’ in the ‘80s. Davidson mixes his personal experiences at the Millerntor 

with historical research, which makes for interesting but also critical reading, as he is a fan 

writing about ‘his’ club. There are, by contrast, quite a number of different valuable sociological 

articles written on FC. St Pauli, which this thesis intends to use. Many of these sociological 

articles were published in Soccer & Society.9 

 However, the historical research surrounding FC St. Pauli’s supporters is far from 

complete. There has been little written about how there are hundreds of FC St. Pauli fan clubs 

that have been established around the world. Simultaneously, most historical research has 

focused on the ‘80s, while historical research focusing on the 2000s is scarce. 

Sanderson wrote, “Given the cultural and political impact of these politicised fans, and 

the interest in football generally, there is surprisingly little source material on this subject 

available in English. […], historical research has often been confined to club histories or player 

 
7 Nick Miller, ‘Hamburg suffer historic relegation and leave Bundesliga with a bang’, the Guardian (12-05-

2018) https://www.theguardian.com/football/blog/2018/may/12/hamburg-historic-relegation-bundesliga 

(consulted on 14-06-2020). 
8 William McDougall, ‘Kicking from the left: the friendship of Celtic and FC St. Pauli supporters’, Soccer & 

Society: Fan Culture in European Football and the influence of Left Wing & Progressive Ideology 14:2 (2013) 

230-245, there 235. 
9 For example: Petra Daniel and Christos Kassimeris, ‘The Politics and Culture of FC St. Pauli: from leftism, 

through anti-establishment, to commercialization’, Soccer & Society: Fan Culture in European Football and the 

Influence of Left Wing & Progressive Ideology 14:2 (2013) 167-182. 

https://www.theguardian.com/football/blog/2018/may/12/hamburg-historic-relegation-bundesliga
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biographies and little formal attention has been given to supporters.”10. Although Sanderson 

wrote a social history with Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!, the 

historical research regarding St. Pauli supporters is still scarce. Sanderson, for example, also 

limited his focus to mainly 1986-1991. However, in the late 90s and early 00s there were 

significant doubts that FC St. Pauli would lose its political edge11, which makes this period just 

as interesting and important as the 1980s. 

The founding of Ultrà Sankt Pauli (USP) in 2002 meant the start of a new ‘era’ in FC 

St. Pauli’s fan scene. USP was founded in 2002 to organize a large group of fanatic fans to 

“achieve bigger things, to be stronger, to show bigger choreographies, to travel with more 

people and all those things.”12 The introduction of ultras culture from Italy had changed the 

way St. Pauli supporters organised themselves. The introduction of organised ultras also paved 

the way for more international cooperation. In November 2007 Alerta, an international network 

of 24 antifascist football supporter groups, was founded. The networks main goal is to bring 

together different groups of fans to fight fascism and racism in the football world.13  

USP maintains friendships with quite a few left-wing supporter groups, where Alerta 

can be a uniting factor.  Historical research regarding international cooperation among St. Pauli 

fans and other antifascist football fans is even scarcer than historical research regarding FC St. 

Pauli fans, although this aspect is an integral part of the identity of St. Pauli fans. To understand 

how St. Pauli’s left-wing fan scene developed and eventually became a worldwide 

phenomenon, it is imperative to examine the cooperation and rivalries St. Pauli supporters have 

with other groups. 

Moreover, another aspect making FC St. Pauli’s fanbase so unique and worldwide are 

their more than 400 registered fan clubs.14 These fan clubs are based all over the world, from 

the Cambodian Phnom Penh Pirates to the New York-based East River Pirates.15 This thesis 

will attempt to examine how and when FC St. Pauli has gathered so many international (and 

national) fan clubs. It will also attempt to answer whether this worldwide fanbase is truly a 

worldwide left-wing fanbase. Interviews with two Dutch fan clubs, the Braun Weiße Tulpen 

 
10 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 9. 
11 René Martens, ‘Here to Stay with St. Pauli’ in: Mark Perryman ed., Hooligan Wars: Causes and Effects of 

Football Violence (New York 2013) Kobo edition, 680. 
12 FCSP Athens South End Scum, ‘Interview: Meet Ultra Sankt Pauli!’ (2012) 

https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/2012/02/07/interview-meet-ultra-sankt-pauli/amp/ (consulted on 17-

06-2020). 
13 Ibidem. 
14 FC St. Pauli, ‘Supporters Clubs’, https://www.fcstpauli.com/en/fans/supporters-clubs/ (consulted on 17-06-

2020). 
15Fanclubsprecherrat der Fanclubs des FC St. Pauli, https://www.fanclubsprecherrat.de/fanclubs-2/ (consulted on 

17-06-2020). 

https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/2012/02/07/interview-meet-ultra-sankt-pauli/amp/
https://www.fcstpauli.com/en/fans/supporters-clubs/
https://www.fanclubsprecherrat.de/fanclubs-2/
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and FC Sankt Pauli Holland, and the social media and websites of other fan clubs will be used 

as primary sources. 

  Thus, this thesis will answer the question of when and how FC St. Pauli gathered a 

worldwide left-wing fanbase. To answer this question properly, attention will first be given to 

the history of the St. Pauli district and its relation to Hamburg. Afterwards the emergence of 

FC St. Pauli’s first left-wing fans in the 1980s, and how these fans could hold on to their 

political ideals in the face of growing success and commercialization, will be examined. How 

FC St. Pauli’s fanbase turned worldwide will be discussed next. Match results and the club 

history of FC. St. Pauli will only be discussed when relevant to the clubs larger fanbase and fan 

culture. It is thus the supporters and their political ideals in the Millerntor, but also those miles 

away from the actual stands, that will be the centre of this thesis. When supporters have shaped 

their club and their club’s image as FC St. Pauli’s have, they surely deserve to have their history 

researched and written. 

  

Illustration 1: ‘Kein Fussball den Faschisten’, a text which is 

permanently shown on one of the Millerntor stands. 
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The Context of the St. Pauli district and FC St. Pauli 

To fully understand how FC St. Pauli gathered a worldwide left-wing fanbase, it is important 

to first examine the club’s context. The unique fan culture of FC St. Pauli was born out of and 

developed through changes that happened in the St. Pauli district.16 Due to the focus and length 

of this thesis, this will not be a complete account of the district and club’s history. This chapter 

will attempt to showcase, through examples from its history, that St. Pauli was a place of 

political unrest and harsh living conditions. There will also be some attention given to the 

history of FC St. Pauli.17  

 

Harsh living conditions and political unrest in St. Pauli 

St. Pauli is one of the 105 districts that comprise Hamburg today. An estimated population of 

1,841,179 in 2018 makes Hamburg the second largest city in Germany. Hamburg is not just a 

city though. It is a city-state, making it one of the 16 federal states of Germany.18 The St. Pauli 

districts consists of roughly 22,000 inhabitants.19 It is located in the borough of Hamburg-Mitte, 

just west of the city centre. At the centre of St. Pauli is ‘Der Kiez’, the red-light district which 

is centred around the Reeperbahn. 

 There is a significant economic discrepancy between St. Pauli and the rest of Hamburg. 

Hamburg is one of the richest cities in Europe; in 2001 the city ranked among the top ten 

European cities according to GDP per capita.20 The city houses over 35,000 trading companies, 

making it the leading foreign trade centre of Germany.21 However, St. Pauli is the third-poorest 

district of the city.22 It was once the poorest district in all of West-Germany.23 Nowadays 80% 

of children in St. Pauli live in poverty and crime rates are at four times the city average.24 

 
16 Nick Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics.  FC St. Pauli: Falling in Love with a Radical Football Club (York 

2014) Kobo edition, 38.  
17 For a complete history of the club and the district I would like to refer to either Sanderson’s ‘Nie Wieder 

Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, Davidsons Pirates, Punks & Politics or more general 

works on Hamburg’s history like Matthew Jefferies Hamburg: a Cultural History. 
18 Hamburg Marketing, ’Facts & Figures’, https://marketing.hamburg.de/facts-and-figures.html (consulted on 

03-06-2020). 
19 Statistisches Amt fur Hamburg und Schleswig-Holstein, ‘Hamburger Stadteilprofile: Berichtsjahr 2018’, 

https://www.statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/maps/Stadtteil_Profile_2019/atlas.html  (consulted on 3-06-2020). 
20 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 93. 
21 Hamburg Marketing, ’Facts & Figures’, https://marketing.hamburg.de/facts-and-figures.html (consulted on 

03-06-2020). 
22 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 19. 
23 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 93. 
24 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder, Krieg Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 19. 

https://marketing.hamburg.de/facts-and-figures.html
https://www.statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/maps/Stadtteil_Profile_2019/atlas.html
https://marketing.hamburg.de/facts-and-figures.html
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Unemployment in St. Pauli at the end of 2018 was 6,8%, while the average for the city was 

4,8%.25 

This discrepancy in wealth between St. Pauli and Hamburg can be traced back to the 

middle ages. St. Pauli was originally called the Hamburger Berg and was located outside of the 

city walls, rendering it defenceless and scarcely populated.26 In the 17th Century, Hamburg grew 

and became a global marketplace.27 The Hamburger Berg was a place of outsiders, and the 

Hamburg senate decided to encourage trade there that was too noisy, smelly or created too 

much pollution.28  

The gate separating the city from the Hamburger Berg, called the Millerntor, was 

permanently opened in 1836, and the area was officially renamed St. Pauli in 1838. This was 

partly due to the city’s concern surrounding new coal-powered steamships.29 Hamburg and its 

two major suburbs, St. Pauli and St. Georg, housed roughly 120,000 citizens in the 18th 

Century.30  

Hamburg had experienced a massive increase in population in the first half of the 19th 

Century.31 St. Pauli saw an increase in population due to homelessness created by ‘The Great 

Fire’ of 1842 in Hamburg and would later see a large increase in taverns, inns, and hotels for 

sailors who arrived in St. Pauli.32 Not only did St. Pauli have a proletarian character, Hamburg 

also had a lax attitude towards the implementation of Bismarck’s anti-socialist laws.33 

Living conditions in St. Pauli were harsh due to overcrowding and a cholera outbreak 

in 1882 that ravaged the district and the city, claiming 10,000 lives. There was a clear 

correlation between income and morbidity.34 These harsh conditions led to certain sense of 

collective identity among unskilled workers. They felt unrepresented by the bourgeois 

government but also by the Sozialdemokratische Partei Deutschlands, Germany’s social 

democratic party, who had distanced itself from many strikes.35 Although St. Pauli was not one 

of the districts with the most strikes, the Workers Republic was declared by 40,000 people on 

 
25 Statistisches Amt fur Hamburg und Schleswig-Holstein, ‘Hamburger Stadteilprofile: Berichtsjahr 2018’, 

https://www.statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/maps/Stadtteil_Profile_2019/atlas.html  (consulted on 3-06-2020). 
26 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 19. 
27 Erik Lindberg, ‘The Rise of Hamburg as a Global Marketplace in the Seventeenth Century. A Comparative 

Political Economy Perspective’, Comparative Studies in Society and History 50:3 (2008) 641-661, there 641. 
28 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 20. 
29 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 100. 
30 Mary Lindemann, Patriots and Paupers. Hamburg, 1712-1830 (Oxford 1990) 52. 
31 Lindberg, ‘The Rise of Hamburg as a Global Marketplace in the Seventeenth Century’, 648. 
32 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 21 
33 McDougall, ‘Kicking from the left’, 235. 
34 Richard John Evans, Death in Hamburg. Society and Politics in the Cholera Years 1830-1910 (New York 

1987) 420. 
35 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 28. 

https://www.statistik-nord.de/fileadmin/maps/Stadtteil_Profile_2019/atlas.html
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St. Pauli’s Heiligengeistfeld, the same place where the Millerntor stands today, on the 6th of 

November 1918. Eventually the Weimar Republic would be declared, far from what some of 

the radicals at the Heiligengeistfeld had hoped for.36  

A few years later, discontent and bad living and working conditions would result in a 

communist revolt in Hamburg in 1923.37 The Kommunistische Partei Deutschlands (KPD) 

orchestrated the uprising, but was, due to miscommunication, alone in Germany in doing this. 

However, the ‘German October’ occurred within a unique revolutionary spirit.38 A large group 

of workers in Hamburg had gained a political consciousness during the many crises of Weimar 

Germany.39  

During the ‘20s and ‘30s Nazism was on the rise in Germany, and in 1927 the Nazi’s 

had formed a commando group in Hamburg to counter social democrats and communists in 

‘the struggle for the streets’. This group was founded in St. Pauli.40 Although votes for the 

Nationalsozialistische Deutsche Arbeiterpartei (NSDAP) were lower in Hamburg than the 

national average, party membership was higher.41 St. Pauli boasted higher levels of resistance 

to Nazi policy than other parts of Germany.42 This might have had to do with the fact that 

activities like prostitution, which St. Pauli was known for, were prosecuted under the Nazi 

regime. 

Hamburg was hit especially hard by British air raids during World War II, with 35,000 

civilian deaths.43 Historian Jeffrey Diefendorf notes that, “In Hamburg it was observed that if 

the city’s rubble were to be loaded into normal freight railroad cars, the train would reach 

around the earth.”44 The Millerntor was also destroyed during the bombing.45  

The district saw an increase in popularity in its prostitution, taverns, and strip clubs in 

the 1950s and 1960s.46 The district would become home to the new rock and roll culture.47 St. 

 
36 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 106 
37 Larry Peterson, ‘A Social Analysis of KPD Supporters: The Hamburg Insurrectionaries of October 1923’, 

International Review of Social History 28:2 (1983) 200-239, there 201. 
38 Bernhard Bayerlein, ‘The Abortive ‘German October’, 1923: New Light on the Revolutionary Plans of the 

Russian Communist Party, the Comintern and the German Communist Party’ in: Kevin McDermott, John 

Morison eds., Politics and Society under the Bolsheviks (London 1999). 251-262, there 252.  
39 Ibidem, 239. 
40 Anthony. McElligott, ‘Street Politics in Hamburg, 1932-3’ History Workshop 16 (1983) 83-90, there 83. 
41 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 113. 
42 Daniel and Kassimeris, ‘The Politics and Culture of FC St. Pauli’, 170. 
43 Jeffrey Mindlin Diefendorf, In the Wake of War. The Reconstruction of German Cities After World War II 

(New York 1993) 7. 
44 Ibidem, 15. 
45 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 133. 
46 Ibidem, 137. 
47 Detlef Siegfried, ‘A Social History of Early Rock’n’Roll in Germany. Hamburg from Burlesque to the 

Beatles, 1956-1969. By Julia Sneeringer’, Journal of Social History 53:4 (2020) 1089-1090, there 1089. 
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Pauli had successfully marketed itself as an outpost of liberalism, resulting in growing amounts 

of tourism and a somewhat successful suppression of its Nazi past.48 Large numbers of young 

people went to St. Pauli but had to be, according to the law, protected in a ‘youth-endangering’ 

place like St. Pauli.49 

Not only did the introduction of rock and roll add to the Reeperbahn’s reputation as a 

place for pleasure of all sorts, the struggle between authorities and youth also promoted feelings 

of solidarity which had the potential to turn into collective political action.50 Once again, the 

St. Pauli district was home to a spirit that tried to change society. This shift towards a new 

music youth culture in St. Pauli, paired with the sexual revolution and social liberalisation that 

occurred across the Western world, helped create the St. Pauli of today.51 

The 1970s and 1980s saw St. Pauli’s lively music culture being replaced with organized 

crime. The district became home to gang wars, hard drugs, and heavy criminalisation.52 A 

decrease in prostitution due to fear of AIDS led to an even bigger increase in the drugs and 

arms trade.53 Simultaneously, deindustrialisation and global competition caused shipyards to 

close down. This meant that the St. Pauli population shrunk from 31,000 in 1970, to 22,000 in 

1985.54 This demographic trend was also seen in a sharp decline in supporters attending FC St. 

Pauli matches.55 

 

A short history of FC St. Pauli  

FC St. Pauli’s history starts on the 1st of April 1862 when the Hamburg-St. Pauli Turnverein 

(‘St. Pauli Gymnastics Club’; HStPTV) was formed. Ironically, the club was “intensely 

nationalist” and liberal at that time.56 The club was established in the aftermath of Prussia’s loss 

against Napoleon. Its goal was, as it was for many sport clubs of that time, to ‘create the perfect 

German, physically prepared for life and war’.57 The club was bourgeois in nature, and thus 

hardly represented the proletarian character of the St. Pauli district.58   

 
48 Julia Sneeringer, ‘Sites of Corruption, Sites of Liberation: Hamburg-St. Pauli and the Contested Spaces of 

Early Rock’n’Roll, Contemporary European History 26:2 (2017) 313-337, there 315. 
49 Ibidem, 316. 
50 Ibidem, 337. 
51 Daniel and Kassimeris, ‘The Politics and Culture of FC St. Pauli’, 171. 
52 Ibidem. 
53 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 46. 
54 Ibidem, 43. 
55 McDougall, ‘Kicking from the left’, 235. 
56 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 24. 
57 Ibidem, 23. 
58 Ibidem, 24. 
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Although football was already played at HStPTV in 1907, the club became an official 

football team with their membership in the North German Football Association in 1910.59 The 

first matches were played as FC St. Pauli TV and took place on the Heiligengeistfeld. FC St. 

Pauli TV would eventually break with the gymnastics club to form FC St. Pauli in 1924. 

During the Nazi regime, laws were introduced that required sports teams to exclude non-

Aryans.60 Interestingly, in 1934 there were still two Jewish players playing for the St. Pauli 

rugby team, so it seems that FC St. Pauli, in contrast to city rivals HSV, did not care much if 

their members were Jewish.61 However, there is evidence that suggests FC St. Pauli’s accepted 

or was at least indifferent towards the Nazi regime. In 1930 the club published a pamphlet 

which stated that they “hope that in the not too distant future, the German Volk will be united.”62 

Furthermore the club claims in their 25th anniversary book that players from ‘workers clubs’ 

would foul FC St. Pauli players on purpose, as they were seen as right wing.6364  

There is also controversy surrounding the names of Wilhelm Koch and Otto Wolf. Koch 

was club president from 1931 until 1945 and from 1947 until his death in 1969. Koch joined 

the NSDAP in 1937 and later may have profited from the expropriation of Jews.65 It is thought 

that Koch played a passive role in the NSDAP.66 However, Otto Wolf, a first team player from 

1925 until 1935, became a Nazi bureaucrat in Hamburg. As economic advisor he played an 

important part in confiscating Jewish property. Wolf would also organise forced labour at a 

concentration camp in Neuengamme.67 On their website FC St. Pauli described themselves as 

‘ein typischer Mitlauferverein und keineswegs ein Ort des Widerstands, […]’,68 a description 

that fits both the quotes from their pamphlet and 25th anniversary book, but also their reluctance 

to actually expel the two Jewish players that were still playing for their rugby team in 1934. 

 In July 1947 Wilhelm Koch was reinstated as president of FC St. Pauli. The British 

administration had decided that he was not a fervent Nazi but had a more passive role as a 

‘hanger on’. Consequently, FC St. Pauli was one of the first German football clubs that had a 

 
59 FC St. Pauli, ‘Club History’, https://www.fcstpauli.com/en/club/history/ (consulted on 05-06-2020). 
60 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 37. 
61 Ibidem, 38. 
62 Ibidem, 37. 
63 Ibidem, 32. 
64 There can, of course, be a difference between being right wing or being a Nazi. 
65 Gabriel Kuhn, Soccer vs. the State. Tackling Football and Radical Politics (Oakland 2011) 137. 
66 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 9. 
67 Ibidem, 39. 
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former Nazi reinstated as president. 69 However, this seemed to have had more to do with a 

nationalist and conservative spirit that the club seemed to have embodied than any sympathy 

towards the Nazi regime.70  

FC St. Pauli started to find success during the 1970s, the high point being their 

promotion to the Bundesliga in 1977. For this promotion, the players were rewarded with a trip 

to the entertainment mile in Mallorca.71 Players were also rewarded with trips to brothels when 

they scored.72  The 1978/79 season saw FC St. Pauli play in the third-tier of German football, 

not because of bad results but because their licence was refused. The club was in a debt of 2.7 

million Deutsche Mark due to insolvency and corrupt leadership.73 Attendance dropped from 

roughly 13,000 to 2,300 in the next season.74  

Traditionally, a football club is an emblem of its surrounding community.75 Although 

this may seem true for FC St. Pauli today, the club changed throughout its history. St. Pauli has 

a history of harsh living and working conditions and political unrest. However, in their early 

history, FC St. Pauli was seen as bourgeois. In 1935 the club went so far as to claim that players 

from more proletarian clubs would foul St. Pauli players on purpose, as they were seen as right 

wing.76 The district has always had a proletarian character; the club has not. Only in the 1970s 

did the club become more an emblem of its community.77 This would pave the way for the 

change that occurred in the 1980s, which would eventually see FC St. Pauli gather a left-wing 

fanbase.  
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A Supporters Revolution 

During the early 1980s, the fan scene in and around the Millerntor changed. This chapter will 

first examine the 1980s and the way that FC St. Pauli subsequently gathered its alternative, left-

wing fanbase. The term ‘alternative’ is important because the supporters where part of a ‘new 

left’ with anti-establishment practices including punk music, squatting, and anti-nuclear 

protests, making them significantly alternative from the ‘old’ communist left.78 This chapter 

will also give some attention to the specific way the rivalry between FC St. Pauli and HSV 

played a part in their changing fanbase. First, the most important factors that led to FC St. 

Pauli’s ‘transformation’ will be discussed. Then the historiography surrounding the moment 

that FC St. Pauli gathered a left-wing fanbase in Hamburg will be reviewed. Finally, the chapter 

will conclude by proposing an answer to the question of exactly how the first alternative 

supporters entered the Millerntor.  

 

The Early ‘80s 

St. Pauli had been in decline in the 1970s, losing over 10,000 inhabitants from 1970 to 1985. 

After 1985 students, artists, and other ‘alternatives’ started to move in to the district. This was 

because those leaving university had a hard time finding jobs and housing and the brothels that 

went out of business due to the AIDS fear led to rooms being available at reasonable prices. 79 

This influx of young people in the district boosted the restaurant business and eventually 

attracted creative and tech companies, which attracted even more restaurants and bars.80 During 

the 1980s St. Pauli had also seen an increase in underground clubs and bars with the advent of 

house and techno music.81 

The district started to grow again in the ‘80s. However, the city was home to political 

turmoil. In 1981, punks, anarchists, and homeless people squatted buildings on the Hafenstraße 

and Bernhard-Nocht-Straße. Although two mayors tried to evict the squatters by force of the 

police, they did not succeed. In 1983 a sort of ‘truce’ had been agreed to. The residents could 

squat the buildings, but they were under constant threat eviction.82 A counterculture had been 

established. The squatters developed their own bar, music venue and community canteen.83 St. 

Pauli now had its own ‘Autonomen’, a name that was given to groups of young, black clad 
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people who would not shy away from political violence to do what they thought was right. They 

differentiated themselves from the old left in their more ‘hands-on’ approach to direct action.84 

Although they were also sometimes called ‘Der Schwarze Block’ (referring to their uniform 

black clothes), their name referred to their autonomous philosophy which was grounded in 

communal, squatted living.  

The context of the St. Pauli district is relevant as the squatting movement was generally 

strong in Germany, yet St. Pauli was the only place where such a thing as the transformation of 

FC St. Pauli’s fanbase occurred. Mike Glindmeier, sports journalist and long-time FC St. Pauli 

fan, argued in an interview that “Without the special characteristics of St. Pauli, I don’t think 

the phenomenon could have developed the way it did.”85 The district played a key part in the 

transformation of the club. 

The Hafenstraße occupation would directly lead to FC St. Pauli becoming associated 

with the left.86 The first supporters from St. Pauli’s Autonomen and punk scene attended 

matches during the 1986/87 season and would usually number around 60.87 Although the most 

popular part of the stadium was the Nordkurve, these fans would take their seats at the 

Gegengerade. Among these supporters was someone called ‘Mabuse’, who brought a ‘skull and 

bones’ pirate flag with him to a game sometime in the 1980s. Originally this flag was used by 

squatters to honour a pirate called Klaus Störtebeker, who was executed in Hamburg in 1401.88 

However, it would quickly become FC St. Pauli’s unofficial second badge. The ‘Jolly Roger’, 

as it is also called, can be seen on a flag on the Gegengerade in Illustration 2. The Jolly Roger 

illustrated the underdog status and poor versus rich mentality of the supporters. 

An important argument to the question of how the Autonomen could find their way to 

the Millerntor is the low attendance numbers at FC St. Pauli. The average gate at the Millerntor 

was 2,834 between the 1980/81 and 1985/86 seasons.89 As with most teams, the average FC St. 

Pauli fans at the time were of the working class, but not politically aligned.90 There was some 

resistance from old supporters, but FC St. Pauli was a relatively ‘clean’ club where these new 

supporters could go to and make it their home. However, ridding the Millerntor from racism 

was not easy. As late as 1989, an incident occurred where supporters from the Nordkurve 

racially abused an opponent for being Turkish, and in 1991 a fight erupted on the Nordkurve 
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when a ‘Foreigners fuck off’ chant was met with a ‘Fascists fuck off’ chant by another 

supporter.91 

The club had lost the bourgeois, right-wing identity it had in the pre-war years and was 

now more seen as an underdog and representative of the area. As mentioned in the last chapter, 

it was only during the 1970s that the club became more embedded in its district.92 The image 

of the club as an underdog and the new playstyle of ‘commitment, passion, fighting with spirit 

and heart’ that coach Willi Reimann had purposely tried to develop to link the club with the 

district made FC St. Pauli an attractive team for the Hafenstraße squatters. What also helped 

was the fact that FC St. Pauli had some success, being promoted to the second Bundesliga in 

1986.93 

 

 

Left-wing activists also identified themselves with goalkeeper Volker Ippig. Ippig, who 

now works as a goalkeeper trainer at FC St. Pauli and dayworker at the Hamburg docks, made 

his first team debut in 1981 and started making regular appearances in 1986.94. In between these 

years, he halted his football career to build a hospital in Nicaragua and had lived in one of the 

Hafenstraße squats for a while.95 Supporters would wear t-shirts with the text ‘Volker Hör die 

Signale’, which is a play on words of the first line of The Internationale ‘Völker, hört die 

 
91 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 350. 
92 Daniel and Kassimeris, ‘The Politics and Culture of FC St. Pauli’, 171 
93 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 56. 
94 Special Ones FC, ‘Volker Ippig, a St. Pauli myth and real left-wing goalkeeper’, 

https://specialonesfootballclubs.com/volker-ippig-a-st-pauli-myth-and-real-left-wing-goalkeeper/ (consulted on 

16-06-2020). 
95 Martens, ’Here to Stay with St. Pauli’, 652. 

Illustration 2: Gegengerade during the ‘80s/’90s. Two 

flags are flown with the Jolly Roger symbol on them. 
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Signale’, which means ‘people hear the signals’.96 Ippig became a cult figure and represented 

the ideals of many of St. Pauli’s left-wing activists. 

 In the scarce historical literature surrounding FC St. Pauli, most historians and authors 

agree that the Hafenstraße squats directly led to some left-wing activists becoming FC St. Pauli 

supporters. However, explanation as to how this happened is often a little vague. Sanderson, 

for example, wrote “There is no specific reason why residents of the Hafenstraße squats and 

other members of Hamburg’s punk and Autonomen scenes began attending games at FC St. 

Pauli.”97 Sanderson also interviewed Sven Brux, who had participated in the squatting scene at 

the Hafenstraße and has been working for FC St. Pauli for just over 30 years. Brux told 

Sanderson that; “There was never any plan to take over the Millerntor. The people from the 

Hafenstraße and around them just started to go to the Millerntor stadium for the same reason as 

every single football fan everywhere: either to have a nice afternoon with friends and beer or 

to see a good footie match. Or both!”98   

William McDougall that; “The Hafenstraße occupation led directly to FC St. Pauli 

becoming associated with the left and becoming a ‘kult’ club but this was not a pre-planned 

strategy.”99 René Martens wrote that a specific chant at the Millerntor showed the connection 

between the Hafenstraße and FC St. Pauli and that the media started to refer to a certain part of 

the Millerntor stadium in the 1980s as the ‘Hafenstraße-Bloc’.100 Although not all the fans of 

this bloc lived in the Hafenstraße, they did sympathise and identify with it. St. Pauli supporters 

were always present on marches and rallies to resist threats of eviction.101 This can also be seen 

in Illustration 3, where a banner made by FC St. Pauli supporters to protest Hafenstraße 

evictions can be seen.  

Nick Davidson writes that the Hafenstraße squatters went to the Millerntor because they 

liked football, but also how in December 1984 right-wing fans of HSV and Borussia Dortmund 

were involved in attacks with Molotov cocktails on the Hafenstraße and how “the passion and 

politics of those radicals on the Hafenstraße would become entwined with the history of FC St. 

Pauli.”102 
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Something which most research (be it historical or sociological) seems to gloss over is 

the importance of the Millerntor as a stadium. Karl Kautsky had already stressed the importance 

of German taverns in 1890: 

The sole bulwark of the proletarian’s political freedom […] is the tavern […] In 

Germany the tavern is the only place where the lower classes can congregate and discuss 

their common problems. Without the tavern the German proletarian has not only no 

social, but also no political life.103  

 

Historian Anthony McElligott argued that this was still very much the case during the Weimar 

Republic.104 I would argue that the Millerntor stadium also fulfilled the role taverns had during 

the Weimar Republic. A football stadium is similar to a pub or tavern in many regards. Notably, 

Sanderson quotes Stefan Schatz, one of the current coordinators of the Fanladen, who says that 

the Millerntor was an attractive place to meet politically likeminded individuals, and he also 

makes the comparison between a bar and a stadium. 105 However, Sanderson does not stress the 

importance of the Millerntor beyond this.  

Members of both the Braun Weiße Tulpen and FC Sankt Pauli Holland stressed the 

importance of the Millerntor as a social meeting place.106 Like a pub, a football stadium is a 
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Illustration 3: ‘Hamburg ohne Hafenstrasse ist wie Bundesliga 
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place where people can meet and exchange ideas, especially when a stadium also becomes a 

platform for left-wing, alternative ideals. The stadium is a place that offers ‘warmth and 

togetherness’.107 The Millerntor became not just a place to watch a match but also became a 

medium through which the new fans could exchange and promote ideas.108  

Consequently, the Millerntor attracted alternative fans to FC St. Pauli. A member of the 

Braun Weiße Tulpen recalled first going to FC St. Pauli matches in the early ‘90s: “We loved 

that run-down stadium, where you had to be careful not to break your neck over a crooked 

stone.”109 By contrast, Davidson describes that, “The Volksparkstadion [HSV’s stadium] was 

a vast bowl with a cinder track putting distance between players and fans.”110 Although 

Davidson is possibly biased as an FC St. Pauli fan, he is right in contrasting the difference 

between the Millerntor and the Volksparkstadion. The Millerntor was not just a sports stadium, 

it was a stadium for football specifically. It was compact and cosy, making it perfect for the 

alternative fans of the 1980s to bring their own atmosphere.  

In summary, although there were no plans to take over the Millerntor among the punks, 

anarchists, and squatters of the 1980s, there were definitely some notable factors that drew or 

enabled these new supporters to go from the Hafenstraße to the Millerntor. One of the reasons 

was, as Sven Brux stated, a love for football.111 But there was more going on. For starters, St. 

Pauli was now filled with young students, artists, and other alternatives who had found their 

home in St. Pauli. The lively punk scene and protests against nuclear power and in support of 

squatting show how much life in St. Pauli (and Hamburg) was politically charged. What was 

important was that FC St. Pauli had started to represent its district, personified by goalkeeper 

Volker Ippig. Meanwhile, the Millerntor was a stadium made for football, and thus attractive 

to new supporters. The geographical location of the Millerntor was also of importance.112 Had 

the stadium not been so close to the Hafenstraße, it is unlikely that the change in fan culture 

would have taken place.113 Another important factor was the low number of supporters FC St. 

Pauli boasted in the ‘80s. There was ample room for new supporters with new ideas. This could 

not have happened at HSV, for example, where right-wing supporters had already taken over 

much of the stands in the 1980s.114 All of these factors enabled new alternative football fans to 
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make FC St. Pauli their home. It was not just that Hafenstraße squatters loved football; what 

mattered was that they found a place where they could love football. Thus, in the Millerntor a 

new counterculture was created, one against the neo-Nazi and fascist influences in German 

football. The following years would have to test the longevity of this movement. 

 

A growing movement 

One of the factors that fuelled the left-wing activist culture of the FC St. Pauli fans was its 

rivalry with HSV. FC St. Pauli are seen as the underdogs and have nearly always been 

overshadowed by HSV. However, a newspaper from Hamburg had conducted a survey before 

the match between FC St. Pauli and HSV in the 1977/78 season, and found that less than 2% 

of HSV supporters would refuse to attend a home game of FC St. Pauli.115  The teams would 

only truly become rivals after FC St. Pauli became known for its left-wing supporters, which 

had in part happened as a countermovement towards the Nazification of parts of the HSV 

fanbase.116 

As fits with the narrative of St. Pauli as the underdog, their formation as an independent 

club occurred 46 years after HSV. In contrast to St. Pauli, HSV has an impressive trophy case.117 

St. Pauli and HSV have only played in the same league on seven occasions since the Bundesliga 

was formed. Their rivalry developed when St. Pauli had become known for their left-wing 

ideals and thus their rivalry is more related to matters of politics than success on the football 

pitch.118  

The Volksparkstadion had a reputation for housing some violent neo-Nazi and fascist 

supporters in the 1980s, who even murdered a 16-year-old Werder Bremen supporter in 1982.119 

In the same year, skinheads appeared in the HSV stands wearing badges from a German neo-

Nazi party that said ‘No More Foreigners!’. These neo-Nazi supporters drove other supporters 

away.120 

With FC St. Pauli’s notoriety for being left-wing, their supporters had quickly become 

targets of right-wing football supporters. This resulted in the Hafenstraße being the target of an 

attack by some 300 hooligans after West Germany was defeated in HSV’s stadium by the 

Netherlands during the 1988 European Championship. The Hafenstraße would be attacked on 
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a weekly basis for months, with one of these attacks coming from 1. FC Nürnberg and HSV 

supporters who had decided to team up.121 

The supporters that gathered at the Gegengerade began a movement that was the 

complete opposite to that represented in the Volksparkstadion. FC St. Pauli attracted supporters, 

some who formerly supported HSV, because of the atmosphere in the Millerntor. However, it 

was not just former HSV supporters that became supporters. St. Pauli had, in part, found a 

completely new set of fans.122 This was stimulated by the club’s promotion to the Bundesliga 

in 1987. Thus, not only was the atmosphere enjoyable, the football was also a bit better.123 

Resulting in an influx of new supporters to whom the ideals of those on the Gegengerade 

appealed. 

It was not just alternative, left-wing ideas that attracted new supporters. It was also the 

way these ideas were showcased. Chants from the Gegengerade were often full of irony and 

sarcasm. Political chants and lines where twisted to fit FC St. Pauli in a humorous way, as with 

the earlier mentioned line regarding Ippig, which was printed on t-shirts. Another popular chant 

was, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’ which translates to 

‘Never again fascism, never again war, never again the third division!’.124 It was unique at the 

time in German football for fans to use irony and humour to spread anti-fascist and left-wing 

messages. 

Further helping FC St. Pauli grow as a club was the commercialisation of the 

Bundesliga, which coincided with FC St. Pauli’s promotion to the Bundesliga. As the rights to 

air Bundesliga matches were now sold to a private company, TV commentators morphed from 

reporters into entertainers who ‘sold’ the matches to the public.125 FC St. Pauli, as an alternative 

or ‘kiezclub’, became a bestseller.  The ‘myth’ of the FC St. Pauli supporters, which will be 

further examined later on, was born.126 The media created the image that the Millerntor was 

filled with only punks and activists, which they preferred to talk about rather than the right-

wing hooligans of clubs like HSV.127 The ideals of the FC St. Pauli supporters were now 

broadcasted on national television, meaning they received exposure to a broad German 

audience in a period where football was gaining popularity. Attendance skyrocketed, in the 
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1988/1989 season only Borussia Dortmund, Bayern München and VfB Stuttgart had a better 

attendance.128 

  

An organised movement 

With their numbers and reputation growing, the alternative fans at the Millerntor started to 

organise themselves. Three key points were the founding of the fanzine the Millerntor Roar!  

(MR!), the protests that followed FC St. Pauli’s board’s plans to transform the Millerntor in to 

a ‘Sport-Dome’, and the creation of the ‘Fanladen’. All of these events happened in the late 

1980s and early 1990s. 

 Although the club and the district had grown closer together in the last years, the 

supporters and the board had not. In 1987 there was a conflict between the club board and 

supporters when the board proposed to change FC St. Pauli’s name into ‘FC Deutscher Ring 

St. Pauli’. A local bank had, without success, tried to convince the German football association 

to allow clubs to include sponsors in their name,129 something which is still not allowed to this 

day. 

  In 1989 the board of FC St. Pauli again proposed an idea that was met with heavy 

opposition. A new stadium was to be built. A group of Canadian investors planned to tear down 

the Millerntor and replace it with a ‘state-of-the-art’ project; the Sport Dome.130 The Sport 

Dome would cost a staggering 500 million Deutschmarks. It would seat 42,000 people and was 

modelled after the Toronto Sky dome. As a multi-purpose stadium, it could host a large variety 

of sporting and music events.131 While the stadium was being built, the club would have to 

move temporarily to HSV’s Volksparkstadion, for which it would receive 5 million 

Deutschmarks in compensation. This would make the club, which was 3,8 million 

Deutschmarks in debt, financially independent, according to the leadership of FC St. Pauli.132 

 The idea was riddled with problems and met heavy opposition. The Sport Dome would 

need to host 200 sporting events a year just to break even, which is why ideas were floating 

around to include a hotel and a shopping mall.133 Not only did the St. Pauli supporters despise 

the idea of demolishing the Millerntor for this ‘theme park’, they had connected their faith with 

the faith of the people living in the surrounding area. Residents of the area were opposed 
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because rents would skyrocket if the plan were to succeed, not to mention the impact it would 

have on the local environment and traffic.134 

Protests ensued in the two months following the proposition. Activities such as 

demonstrations, minutes of silence at FC St. Pauli games and pamphleteering had been 

undertaken by a protest group of supporters.135 Six thousand leaflets had been distributed before 

the match against Karlsruher SC to call on all attending supporters to stay silent for the first 

five minutes.136 As the supporters on the Gegengerade were made up of Autonomen and 

Hafenstraße squatters, there were already experienced protesters among the fans. The protests 

were ultimately successful, and the FC St. Pauli board admitted that the project was not suitable 

for the district and plans for the Sport Dome were forgotten.137  

The opposition against the Sport Dome was a turning point in the organising of the FC 

St. Pauli supporters. As fits the club, the first major organised action by the supporters was not 

just about sports but was also political. These protests had strengthened the bond between club 

and district even further.138 As a member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen recalled about the success 

of the protests, “If you are successful, you are naturally willing to take action again.”139  

Partly as a result of the opposition against the Sport Dome, a group of people started 

editing a new fanzine, the MR!.140 The MR! was born out of discontent among supporters due 

to mistreatment by police during an away game at Bayern München.141 Supporters had asked 

for space in the St. Pauli matchday programme for an article regarding this problem. Because 

this space was not granted to them, the supporters created the fanzine to voice their problems 

and thoughts. It was not just supporters that participated in the MR!. Some players, like Volker 

Ippig, also cooperated with the fanzine.142  

 The MR! was filled with news regarding the district, international and national politics 

and music. It also called for action against racist chants and symbols.143 It was a football fanzine 

but encompassed a lot more than just football.144 The fanzine was also meant to reach ‘normal’ 

supporters. The MR! had become a significant reason why St. Pauli fans became known 
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throughout Germany.145 A member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen described the MR! in the 

following way: “It had always been a creative fanzine. Being left is often associated with a 

great seriousness, which it is, but there was also always a lot of laughter.”146 As with their 

chants, the St. Pauli supporters used a certain sense of humour to convey their thoughts and 

attract new supporters. 

 During the ‘90s the MR! had organised many more protests and campaigns against 

things such as police surveillance and the increase in seats in stadiums (and thus the decrease 

in stands).147 After racists incidents against foreigners had occurred (particularly against 

Turkish immigrants), the MR! proposed a stadium ban for anyone using racist language, which 

the club agreed to. At the end of the 1991 season, racist chants and Nazi banners were banned 

from the Millerntor, making FC St. Pauli the first German club to ban racism from its stands.148 

The chant ‘Nazis Raus’149 was widely used when supporters paraded banners with anti-racist 

texts on them the match after one of these racist incidents had occurred.150 Although the MR! 

ceased publication in 1993, other fanzines would follow with similar political contents.151  

In 1996 the ‘Arbeitergemeinschaft interessierter Mitglieder’ (AGiM) was born. The 

AGiM was an organisation of fans that tried to change the club from within. The AGiM had 

made sure that supporter groups had a right to say in how the club should be run.152 Tatjana 

Groeteke, who had become club secretary, noted that, “There is no strict border between the 

supporters and the club, even though the club is a business. But that is only possible because 

the club existed for a very long time without any professional structures.”153 It was the AGiM, 

and thus the supporters, that could fill the gap the lack of professional structures had created. 

Groeteke also stated that ‘Nothing can be decided over the heads of the supporters.’154 The 

AGiM still meet every other month to advise FC St. Pauli’s club president.  

In 1998 the AGiM succeeded in renaming the stadium. Since 1969 it had been named 

after Wilhelm Koch, but due to his membership in the NSDAP, the supporters had deemed it 

unsuitable to have their stadium named after him.155 From then on it was officially called the 

‘Stadion am Millerntor’, or Millerntor for short. 

 
145 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 80. 
146 Member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen, interview with author, 30-04-2020. 
147 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 87. 
148 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 351. 
149 ‘Nazis Raus’ translates to ‘Nazis out’. 
150 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 352. 
151 Martens ‘Here to Stay with St. Pauli’, 661. 
152 Ibidem, 669. 
153 Ibidem, 673. 
154 Ibidem, 674. 
155 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 96. 
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It is important to note how German football culture differs from, for example English 

football culture. The Deutscher Fußbal-Bund has had a different attitude towards 

commercialisation compared with, for example, its English counterpart. To preserve traditional 

club structures and prevent takeovers by rich individuals, the 50+1 rule was introduced in 1998. 

Before this rule, all clubs had to be run as non-profit organisations, meaning they were owned 

by members. The 50+1 rule means that 51% of the club has to be owned by members. Another 

party or individual cannot own more than 49% of a club, making large takeovers by individuals 

or another party (as happened with Manchester United and Paris Saint Germain) impossible. 

Fans have a say in decisions regarding the management of the club.156 

The Fanladen was officially created in 1990 as a fan project, but done so in cooperation 

with FC St. Pauli’s leadership. They sought to be a fan organisation that the club could work 

together with.157 However, this fan project was (and is) independent from the club. The 

Fanladen became a point where people could meet, buy merchandise and organise, for example, 

trips to away games.158 More importantly, however, the Fanladen became the means by which 

the alternative supporters truly took over the fan scene at the club, even though the number of 

hardcore activists at the time numbered between 20 and 30.159 One of the main factors was the 

organising of trips for away matches, because it attracted other fans and gave the alternative 

supporters the chance to speak with other supporters and lay out their agenda. It gave the 

Fanladen a chance to “tackle those St. Pauli fans who still held right-wing views”.160 

On their website the Fanladen writes “The Fanladen can be seen as one of the breeding 

grounds of a new fan culture”, and this was and is truly the case.161 The first relevant German 

fanzines were founded in the Fanladen, as were some of the most important national fan 

organisations, like the BAFF, the German confederation of active fans.162 The Fanladen had 

quickly become a meeting point for likeminded people to discuss politics and organise 

protests.163  

With the opposition to the Sport Dome, the creation of the MR! and the Fanladen, the 

alternative FC St. Pauli supporters had successfully organised themselves and eventually took 

 
156 Oncko Heldring, Das hier ist Fußbal! Een studie naar FC St. Pauli, een traditionele voetbalclub waar 

politiek en vermaak hand in hand gaan (Masterscriptie Culturele Antropologie, Utrecht 2014) 9. 
157 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 420. 
158 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 82. 
159 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 426. 
160 Ibidem. 
161 Fanladen St. Pauli, ‘The Fanladen St. Pauli’, https://www.stpauli-fanladen.de/english/ (consulted on 18-06-

2020). 
162 Ibidem. 
163 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 429. 

https://www.stpauli-fanladen.de/english/
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over the stands of the Millerntor. They then also had a say in the club’s dealings. They 

successfully used their say on different occasions, often in opposition to growing 

commercialization. 164 An example is the proposed introduction of a special currency called the 

‘Milerntaler’ that was intended to be introduced in the stadium, and would also be used as poker 

chips or when owners of a ‘lap dance club’, who had bought one of the corporate boxes at the 

Millerntor, wanted girls to dance during matches. The idea of lap dances in the Millerntor was 

met with heavy opposition by supporters and was eventually banned during matches.165  

  

 

  

 
164 Heldring, Das Hier ist Fußbal!, 36. 
165 John McDonnel, ‘Red card! Football club bans strippers from box owned by lap dance club (but they can 

perform once match is over’, Mail Online (26-01-2011) https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-

1350371/Strippers-banned-German-football-matches-St-Pauli.html (consulted on 18-06-2020). 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1350371/Strippers-banned-German-football-matches-St-Pauli.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-1350371/Strippers-banned-German-football-matches-St-Pauli.html
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The introduction of Ultrà Sankt Pauli and international friendships 

It did not always seem like the left-wing atmosphere at the Millerntor would last. In the ‘90s 

there was a genuine fear that there were no longer enough active supporters.166 Many of the 

‘veteran fan activists’ had retired.167 In 2002 the ultra group Ultrà Sankt Pauli was founded to 

solve this problem. Ultras are a subculture within the broader football fan culture that originated 

in 1970s Italy.168 Support by ultras is characterized by extensive displays of flags, banners, 

flares and songs.169 To arrange all of this, a high level of organisation is needed. A large-scale 

display is often called a choreography or tifo.170 These displays are a central way of showcasing 

loyalty, identity or political messages. 171 This can be seen in Illustration 4, which shows a USP 

tifo from the 2012/2013 season. The colours represent FC St. Pauli as a club. The central banner 

showcasing a USP logo bears the likeness of Che Guevara, an obvious show of political 

affiliation and identity.  

 

 
166 FCSP Athens South End Scum, ‘Interview: Meet Ultra Sankt Pauli!’ (2012) 

https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/2012/02/07/interview-meet-ultra-sankt-pauli/amp/ (consulted on 17-

06-2020). 
167 Martens ‘Here to Stay with St. Pauli’, 664. 
168 Mark Doidge, Football Italia. Italian football in an age of globalization (London 2015) 148. 
169 Ibidem, 143. 
170 Kennedy, ‘A contextual analysis of Europe’s ultra football supporters movement’, 133. 
171 Doidge, Football Italia, 144. 

Illustration 4: Part of an Ultra Sankt Pauli tifo during a match against SV 

Sandhousen during the 2012/2013 season.  

https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/2012/02/07/interview-meet-ultra-sankt-pauli/amp/


 29 

The formation of Ultrà Sankt Pauli 

The first ultra group to appear at the Millerntor was called Carpe Diem. Carpe Diem was 

founded in 1999 and stood at the Gegengerade, together with the ‘old’ fans.172 Due to a rise in 

membership, Carpe Diem would eventually merge together with some other smaller groups to 

form Ultrà Sankt Pauli and move to the Sudkurve. However, they still see themselves as “a fan 

club that fully supports the goals of USP.”173 From 2002 onwards USP became the main group 

to carry on St. Pauli’s ideals. 

There were also the Passanten, a group of FC St. Pauli supporters that existed as an 

independent group from the 1995/1996 season until the 2005/2006 season.174 Although they 

were not officially an ultra group, they had some ultra elements.175 Illustration 6 shows a 

choreography of the Passanten from 2004. The text ‘No Borders. No Nations – St. Pauli Bleibt 

Bunt’ shows their commitment to FC St. Pauli’s left-wing ideals. Another important group is 

the Sankt Paul Skinheads, founded in 1996. They are one of the oldest and larger groups. Like 

the other fanatic FC St. Pauli supporters, they are broadly left-wing and antifascist. They see 

fascist skinheads as ‘a corruption or distortion of skinhead culture’ and are involved in different 

forms of fan activity and protests.176  

In an interview with FSCP Athens South End Scum, a large FC St. Pauli fan group from 

Athens, one of the members of USP said,  

USP was meant to organize all those who were seeking for a big group of organized 

fans and ultras, all those individuals and minor groups that wanted to unite in order to 

achieve bigger things, to be stronger, to show bigger choreographies, to travel with more 

people and all those things.177  

 

USP became a new, organized movement within FC St. Pauli. As Nick Davidson notes,  

They [USP] may have shifted along the terrace towards the southern end of the stadium 

but in terms of noise, politics and enthusiasm, Carpe Diem, and then USP, follow a 

direct lineage from those original Hafenstraße residents who first gathered together 

behind the dugouts on the back straight.178 

 

What unites all these fans are their antifascist, left-wing ideals. 

 

 
172 Carpe Diem, ‘Carpe Diem’, http://www.carpediem-stpauli.de/inhalte/index.html (consulted on 19-06-2020). 
173 Ibidem. 
174 Passanten, ‘Das waren wir…’, http://www.passanten.de/html/wir.htm  (consulted on 20-06-2020). 
175 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
176 Mick Totten, ‘Football and Community empowerment: How FC Sankt Pauli fans organize to influence’, 

Soccer & Society: Football Community and Sustainability 17:5 (2016) 703-720, there 708. 
177 FCSP Athens South End Scum, ‘Interview: Meet Ultra Sankt Pauli!’ (2012) 

https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/2012/02/07/interview-meet-ultra-sankt-pauli/amp/ (consulted on 17-

06-2020). 
178 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 544. 
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Illustration 5: A Carpe Diem choreography, somewhere between 

1999 and 2002, with smoke bombs and banners. 

Illustration 6: ‘No borders. No nations – St. Pauli bleibt bunt’, A 

photo of a choreography taken from the Passanten website from a 

match against the Werder Bremen Amateurs (24-10-2004). 
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An obvious example of USP’s politics are found in its logo, which bears Che Guevara’s 

likeness. Their ideals are shown in the stands, as seen in Illustration 7, where red flags and 

banners with the text ‘remember history, fight fascism’ were held up during a match against FC 

Erzegebirge Aue, or Illustration 8, where three banners are held up during a match in the 

2012/2013 season. The main one reads, ‘antirazzista: danke St. Pauli’. Antirazzista is a group 

within USP who are focused on anti-racism. One of their activities is bringing refugees to FC 

St. Pauli matches.179 The other two banners read ‘love St. Pauli’ and ‘Hate Paolo Di Canio’ a 

former SS Lazio player who celebrated a goal with a Nazi salute in 2005. He would later go on 

to explain that “I’m a fascist, not a racist.”180 Neither are acceptable to USP. 

USP’s activism is not just limited to the stands though. The group comes to decisions 

without a specific hierarchy and based on direct democracy.181 In July 2017 the G20 was held 

in Hamburg. Protests and riots ensued, which left 476 police officers injured and at least 186 

protesters were arrested.182 Among the protesters were USP members, as can be seen in 

Illustration 9. USP posted a statement regarding the G20 on their website: “[T]he root cause of 

the whole charade should not be ignored or get lost amongst the fuss: the G20 are claiming 

themselves to represent a majority of the world’s population and are pretending to sit down 

together in the interest of these people. It is beyond doubt, however, that this meeting is much 

more about geopolitical interference, the maximisation of profits and the exploration of new 

capital markets – this is simply what the neoliberal system ensures.”183 The statement is 

followed by information on two upcoming protests, the ‘G20 Welcome to Hell’ protest, which 

is shown in Illustration 9 and the ‘Solidarity without borders instead of G20’ protest on the 8th 

of July. 

As fits with the ultra style of supporting, USP uses fireworks, banners, and chants to 

voice their identity and ideals. A member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland noted that, “In German 

football culture you will quickly see that ultras will use the stadium very much as a medium.”  

 
179 Ultrà Sankt Pauli, ‘Antirazzista’, https://usp.stpaulifans.de/antirazzista/ (consulted on 18-06-2020). 
180 Ben Fenton, ‘I’m a fascist, not a racist, says Paolo Di Canio’, The Telegraph (24-12-2005) 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/1506262/Im-a-fascist-not-a-racist-says-Paolo-di-Canio.html (consulted on 18-

06-2020).  
181 FCSP Athens South End Scum, ‘Interview: Meet Ultra Sankt Pauli!’ (2012) 

https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/2012/02/07/interview-meet-ultra-sankt-pauli/amp/ (consulted on 17-

06-2020). 
182 Kara Fox, ‘Rallies, riots and raves; Hamburg’s three days of G20 protests’, CNN, (18-08-2017), 

https://edition.cnn.com/2017/07/08/europe/g20-protests/index.html (consulted on 18-06-2020). 
183 Alerta Network, ‘G20 Summer Schedule (Hamburg)’ (25-06-2017), https://alerta-network.org/1180-g20-

summer-schedule-hamburg/ (consulted on 17-06-2020). 
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Illustration 7: ‘Remember 

History Fight Fascism’ 

choreography by USP in a 

match in the 2018/2019 season 

against FC Erzgebirge Aue. 

Illustration 8: ‘Antirazzista: 

Danke St. Pauli’ and ‘Love St. 

Pauli Hate Paolo Di Canio’ 

banners are showcased by 

USP during a match against 

1860 München in the 

2012/2013 season. 

Illustration 9: ‘Smash G20 

Welcome to the hell of St. 

Pauli’ banner is held up during 

protest against the G20 

conference in July 2017. 
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Regarding FC St. Pauli specifically, this member said that, “You will see that during matches, 

a couple of times banners will be raised with some sort of statement. Sometimes about the 

struggle of the Kurds, or about the DFB, or about a hated club.”184 Although the stadium is used 

to voice the group’s political opinions, political action is not limited to banners in the Millerntor, 

as seen with the G20 protests. 

 

Criticism against USP 

The emergence of USP was not without trouble. The style of support USP brings is not to 

everyone’s taste.185 Furthermore, there is a feeling among some supporters at the Millerntor 

that the USP can be too dominant,186 or that they are too controlling in the way support is 

given.187 USP are seated on the Sudkurve of the Millerntor, while the older generation of fans 

are still on the Gegengerade. There were also some disagreements with club president Corny 

Littman, who left St. Pauli in 2011.  

There was, for example, a dispute over the limiting of away fans from Hansa Rostock 

during the 2009/2010 season. Although Rostock and St. Pauli have a heated rivalry, USP (and 

other fan groups) objected to the plan that less Rostock fans should be allowed to come than 

normal due to safety reasons.188 USP and other St. Pauli fans feared that they too would be 

banned or limited at future away matches. The proposed idea that fans at the Sudkurve would 

not enter the stands for the first five minutes of the match against Rostock. However, some fans 

wanted to go to their seats to watch the full match. As members of USP and the Fanladen 

stopped other supporters from entering the stands, unruliness broke out, resulting in 

homophobic and racist remarks being thrown at USP and Fanladen members. The fact that this 

was done by fellow St. Pauli fans was shocking.189 When the fans eventually entered the stands 

‘Scheiß USP’ was being chanted by some fans. However, the same problem with banning 

Rostock fans appeared next season. As Rostock fans were banned again, USP decided to 

boycott the match, in which roughly 1,500 to 2,000 supporters joined them. There was thus 

considerable support among non-USP members for this protest. 

 
184 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
185 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 541. 
186 Member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen, interview with author, 30-04-2020. 
187 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 541. 
188 Ibidem, 550. 
189 Ibidem, 563. 
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USP is not the only group within the Millerntor, and as a group they have their own 

identity that might not always align perfectly with other supporters. However, one thing that 

unites nearly all supporters in the Millerntor are their antifascist ideals. 

 

Alerta, international solidarity and USP 

The introduction of organised ultras also paved the way for more international cooperation. 

Although it must be said that some friendships between supporters go further back than the 

founding of USP. Likeminded groups of ultras can now find each other relatively easily with 

the development in phones and increased usage of internet. In November 2007 Alerta, an 

international network of antifascist football supporter groups, was founded. Today 24 groups 

are part of this network. Members come from all over the world.190 On their website, Alerta 

describe themselves in the following way;  

We are anti-racist fans, as we fight on the streets so we also do it in the stadium. 

Everyday. Our network starts as an international group, bringing together different 

fanscenes of different parts of the world, united in solidarity and the struggle for a better 

situation. […] We are awake: We fight against the repression that tries to destroy our 

culture, the Xenophobia we see on the terraces and the whole wrong situation in the 

surroundings of football.191  

 

A member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland said the following about Alerta and USP: “The 

Antifa principles are in the genes of the club, and in the genes of Ultrà Sankt Pauli. It connects 

a lot of fan groups that are in Alerta.”192 The ultras that joined Alerta support each other in their 

common fight against fascism and racism. This is seen in the stadiums. In Illustration 10 a USP 

choreography is shown with the text ‘Remember History – Support Resistance’ together with 

an Alerta Network logo. Both are red and yellow, the colours of communism. The choreography 

is in the same style as Illustration 7, but this time the Alerta Network has a central role. Groups 

beyond USP also showcase their allegiance to Alerta. In Illustration 11, Ultras Hapoel Tel Aviv 

can be seen with a banner which bears the name of the Alerta Network and the text ‘Love 

Hapoel Hate Racism!’. USP usually promotes Alerta only a couple of times per season, which 

can be seen on the gallery, which many ultra groups nowadays have, on their website.193 

USP also has friendly connections with some other groups, which may or may not 

coincide with a membership of Alerta. Political allegiances are usually the basis for strong 

 
190 For example, Ultras Inferno from Standard Liege in Liege, Belgium, Ultras, Partizan Minsk from Partizan 

Minsk in Minks, Belarus and of course Ultrà Sankt Pauli.  
191 Alerta Network, ‘About Alerta’ https://alerta-network.org/about/ (consulted on 16-05-2020). 
192 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
193 Ultrà Sankt Pauli, ‘Fotogalerie’, https://usp.stpaulifans.de/gallery/ (consulted on 18-06-2020). 

https://alerta-network.org/about/
https://usp.stpaulifans.de/gallery/
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relations with other clubs. Notable friendships are between USP and the Green Brigade from 

Celtic FC, Ultras Inferno from Standard Liege or Schickeria München, who are part of the 

Sudkurve of FC Bayern München. This allegiance is often shown with banners or other displays 

of solidarity, as seen in Illustration 12 where a banner is held by the Green Brigade stating that 

Glasgow is dominated by Celtic FC and Hamburg by FC St. Pauli. These kinds of friendships 

are not just shown through banners. There are also stickers, flags, and other ways in which these 

ultras show their friendships. 

Another example of international contact is the Antira tournament, which combines 

football and activism. Although the tournament is organised by the Fanladen, USP actively 

participates, as do other St. Pauli fan groups. Antira, short for anti-racism, is a tournament for 

friendly, like-minded, supporter groups. Besides football (and beer for 1 euro) attention is also 

given to politics and activism. The first Antira tournament was held in 2004. Thirty-one teams 

joined, most of which were not directly related to St. Pauli. Some examples of participating 

teams were the Copenhagen Antifascists and Bologna Antirazzista.194 The 8th Antira 

tournament was held in 2014 and had numerous workshops with fans and ultras from Europe, 

Israel and Turkey.195 These fans exchanged experiences and learned from each other. They 

strengthened each other’s activism. Among the central topics of the 8th tournament was the role 

of football fans in social conflicts and the rise of the right wing in Europe. A year earlier the 

Antira tournament was focused on the topics of refugees and crisis.  

These forms of international cooperation give supporter groups the opportunity to 

exchange experiences, ideas, and activities. Their friendships enhance fan activity, while their 

collective power can be used to change society for the better.196 Mick Totten argues 

convincingly that,  

[T]hese networks, meetings and exchanges take place where fans attempt to learn from 

each other and act collectively which ‘grows in strength as individuals form groups, 

groups identify issues and develop projects, and projects form alliances that have the 

potential to become movements.197  

 

 
194 Fabian Frits and Gregor Backes, FC Sankt Pauli Fußbalfibel (Berlin 2017) 218. 
195 Alerta Network, ‘8th Antiracist Tournament Sankt Pauli; (09-06-2014), https://alerta-network.org/922-8th-

antiracist-tournament-sankt-pauli/ (consulted on 20-06-2020). 
196 Totten, ‘Football and Community empowerment’, 711. 
197 Ibidem. 
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Illustration 10: ‘Remember History 

Support Resistance’, during FC St. 

Pauli – 1860 München in the 

2009/2010 season. 

Illustration 11: ‘Love Hapoel Hate 

Racism!’ banner with an Alerta 

Network logo is held up by Ultras 

Hapoel Tel Aviv in a match between 

Hapoel Tel Aviv vs Sakhnin in the first 

divison of Israel in the 2009/2010 

season. 

Illustration 12: ‘Glasgow is Green and 

White – Hamburg ist Braun Weiss’ 

banner shown by Green Brigade and 

visiting FC St. Pauli fans. 
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Cooperation between these politically active ultra groups has resulted in strengthened 

ideals and enhanced power to combat the issues they identify. It is no coincidence that during 

the previously mentioned G20 protest in Hamburg, USP published a German statement on their 

own website and an English statement on the Alerta website.198 

 

FC St. Pauli and rivalries 

Friendships are not the only thing that have strengthened St. Pauli’s ideals, rivalries have done 

the same. As FC St. Pauli had gathered its left-wing fan base, it had also found itself new and 

intense rivalries, like the previously mentioned HSV rivalry. One of these rivalries is the one 

with Hansa Rostock, from East-Germany, which has been discussed a little regarding the 

conflict over away supporters.199  

The city of Rostock is known for having problems with neo-Nazis.200 This neo-Nazism 

had also entered the stands of Hansa Rostock, where, for example, some Rostock fans racially 

abused Schalke 04 player Gerald Asamoah in 2007.201 The rivalry between FC St. Pauli and 

Hansa Rostock did not simply play out in the stadium. When the two teams played one another 

in Rostock in 2009, the Rostock supporters performed Nazi salutes and chanted curses at St. 

Pauli players.202 FC St. Pauli player Deniz Naki made himself loved among St. Pauli supporters 

when he celebrated a goal by performing a gesture that suggested he wanted to cut the throats 

of the attending Rostock supporters. After the match he firmly planted a St. Pauli flag on the 

pitch in Rostock.203 St. Pauli coach Andre Schubert said the following about the scene in the 

stands: “I’ve never seen so much hatred in people’s eyes.”204 

The paradox here is that St. Pauli’s left-wing antifascist fans actively fight against 

fascism and racism in football. Meaning that the more fascism there is in football, the more St. 

Pauli fans will fight it. However, FC St. Pauli’s supporters have shown that even if there was 

no fascism or racism in football, they would still fight for their ideals. As can be seen with the 

 
198 Alerta Network, ‘G20 Summer Schedule (Hamburg)’ (25-06-2017), https://alerta-network.org/1180-g20-

summer-schedule-hamburg/ (consulted on 17-06-2020). 
199 McDougall, ‘Kicking from the left’, 238. 
200 Gavriel David Rosenfeld and Paul Jaskot, Beyond Berlin. Twelve German Cities Confront the Nazi Past 

(Michigan 2015) 82. 
201 Christos Kassimeris, European Football in Black and White.  Tackling Racism in Football (Lanham 2007) 

66. 
202 Patrick Keddie, The Passion. Football and the Story of Modern Turkey (London 2018) 188. 
203 ECSSports, ‘Naki Jubel vs. Rostock’, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akN17qxXKP0 (consulted on 15-

06-2020). 
204 Jamie Rainbow, ‘Hansa Rostock v St Pauli contest the fear-derby’, World Soccer (10-12-2011), 

https://www.worldsoccer.com/blogs/hansa-rostock-v-st-pauli-contest-the-fear-derby-332990 (consulted on 21-

06-2020). 
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Hafenstraße protests, or the protests against the eviction of a trailer park in St. Pauli called 

Bambule in 2002.205 

  

 
205 Daniel and Kassimeris, ‘The Politics and Culture of FC St. Pauli’, 171. 
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Fan Clubs from Phnom Penh to The Hague to New York 

The Fanladen was founded over 25 years ago by active FC St. Pauli supporters. Today, it offers 

special assistance to local and international supporters that want to get in touch and visit an FC 

St. Pauli match.206 The Fanladen has registered over 400 fan clubs.207  

This chapter examines how FC St. Pauli has gathered so many fan clubs and what this 

means for the St. Pauli’s ideals. First, the ‘myth’ surrounding FC St. Pauli will be discussed. 

Although this myth relevant beyond St. Pauli’s fan clubs, it is of such importance to them that 

they will be discussed here. Afterwards, the focus will be on the history and activism of some 

international fan clubs including two Dutch fan clubs, the Braun Weiße Tulpen and FC Sankt 

Pauli Holland (FCSPH), who had kindly allowed me to interview them.  

 

The FC St. Pauli myth 

FC St. Pauli has a myth surrounding itself as a ‘cult club’. Images of new alternative fans with 

their punk clothing and Che Guevara flags in the 1980s travelled far and gave the club its 

international notoriety. Thus, the international myth of FC St. Pauli was born.208 This myth is 

promulgated by the media, who portray the team in an overly positive manner. Within days of 

FC St. Pauli’s promotion to the Bundesliga in 2011, the British media was filled with stories 

describing FC St. Pauli as a unique club offering the ‘most refreshing antidote to UEFA’s 

corporate football ideal’.209 A utopian viewpoint is often taken by the media when reporting on 

FC St. Pauli, which is sometimes exaggerated.210 While the media is already used to portraying 

the Millerntor as ‘tolerant haven’, as late as 1991 there was a ‘Foreigners fuck off’ chant heard 

on the Nordkurve.211 There was also the racist and homophobic remarks USP and Fanladen 

members received after the blockade during the St. Pauli – Rostock match during the 2010/2011 

season. However, the fans on the Gegengerade had made the team a media favourite in the 

1980s,212 which is still often the case.213 

 
206 Fanladen St. Pauli, ‘The Fanladen St. Pauli’, https://www.stpauli-fanladen.de/english/ (consulted on 21-06-

2020). 
207 FC St. Pauli ‘Supporters Clubs’, https://www.fcstpauli.com/en/fans/supporters-clubs/ (consulted on 17-06-

2020). 
208 Kuhn, Soccer vs. the State, 137.  
209 Gerald Griggs, ‘’Carlsberg don’t make football teams… but if they did’: the utopian reporting of FC St. Pauli 

in the British media’, Soccer & Society 13:1 (2012) 73-82, there 72. 
210 Griggs, ‘’Carlsberg don’t make football teams… but if they did’’, 79. 
211 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 350. 
212 Davidson, Pirates, Punks & Politics, 93. 
213 Griggs, ‘’Carlsberg don’t make football teams… but if they did’’, 73.-82. 

https://www.stpauli-fanladen.de/english/
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 The FC St. Pauli myth has had two main consequences. On the one hand it causes some 

supporters anxiety, as this myth attracts people who come ‘just to party’. René Martens 

mentions that pessimists fear that, “as the media revitalise the myth of St Pauli, it will be 

reduced to a funny, romantic story of the eternal underdog – stripped of politics.”214 The fear is 

that these new supporters will not be dedicated to St. Pauli’s ideals, but will just want to 

‘experience the cult club’. 

On the other hand, media attention brings the ideals of St. Pauli to a larger audience. 

With over 400 fan clubs worldwide, it is hard to imagine they all began by tuning in to the 

second Bundesliga on a random Monday. Although there are many ways with which to become 

a fan of FC St. Pauli, the myth promulgated by the media must have had its effects. It is 

undeniable that, although it is often utopian and has negative consequences, media attention 

towards FC St. Pauli has helped its cause being spread and helped the club gain fans across the 

world who also believe in their antifascist, antiracist, left-wing ideals. 

 

Fan clubs throughout the world.  

The fact that FC St. Pauli has over 400 fan clubs is incredibly remarkable to. Moreover, a study 

in 2003 found that the club ranked second in brand recognition among German clubs.215 FC St. 

Pauli is clearly a famous club, partly thanks to their ‘myth’, but mostly due to their image. To 

understand how FC St. Pauli gathered a worldwide fanbase, the emergence of international fan 

clubs will be examined.  

In an interview with a member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen, this member recalled how 

he first became interested in FC St. Pauli in 1991 and how the Braun Weiße Tulpen began; “For 

me it all came together, being the political human you want to be and also enjoying football. 

Then you want to bring your friends […] Eventually we thought ‘we are going to start a 

fanclub’’.216 The Braun Weiße Tulpen was founded in 2000. Part of their activity is the regular 

watching of matches and posting of news and other St. Pauli related items on their website.217 

Members of the Braun Weiße Tulpen were attracted to FC St. Pauli for the same reasons 

as most of the new fans were in the 1980s: the political ideas, the stadium and the resistance 

against right-wing movements in other football clubs. A member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen 

 
214 Martens, ‘Here to stay with St. Pauli’, 680. 
215 Oliver Lau, ‘Mobilcom sponsert FC St. Pauli’, Heise Online 

https://www.heise.de/newsticker/meldung/Mobilcom-sponsert-FC-St-Pauli-83059.html (consulted on 15-05-

2020). 
216 Member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen, interview with author, 30-04-2020. 
217 Braun Weiße Tulpen, ‘Aktuelle Nachrichten’, https://www.braunweissetulpen.nl/nachrichten-heute.htm 

(consulted on 21-06-2020). 
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recalled, “We thought it was special that sometimes after a match, there was a demo[nstration] 

that would go through the area and ended up at a store where they sold right-wing extremist 

clothing. We thought that was special and it fitted our beliefs.”218 When asked if St. Pauli’s 

ideals were also represented in the Braun Weiße Tulpen, he replied, “I think everyone who is a 

member of us, will more or less choose the left-side of the political spectrum. That is something 

that is sort of natural; we won’t ask but we presume it. […] For us it will always have to do 

with politics. It will always play a role.”219 

FC Sankt Pauli Holland was founded quite recently, in 2017. One of the members of 

FCSPH described how he stopped attending matches of the club he originally supported. One 

of the reasons was the large number of homophobic remarks and jokes made in the stands, 

something which those supporters perceived as ‘normal’, but he did not.220 He mentioned how 

he was introduced to FC St. Pauli while ‘groundhopping’ with a friend.221 While attending a 

match involving FC St. Pauli in Germany in 2011, he experienced the alternative atmosphere 

and became a fan. When asked how important St. Pauli’s ideals were to their fan club he 

responded, “Very important. You won’t find - it might sound strange - any right-wing oriented 

people.”222 FCSPH is also actively involved in society.223 When asked to elaborate a member 

of FCSPH noted that they are involved in the ‘youth sports and culture fund’,224 a Dutch 

initiative they fund with membership contributions. Members of FCSPH are individually active 

in, for example, climate strikes or gay rights movements, but thus far plans have only been 

made to do so as a club. Plans were made to organise a politically charged music event (similar 

to what Glasgow St. Pauli had successfully done in the past). Due to the Corona pandemic, this 

plan unfortunately fell through.225 

Although the brevity of this thesis did not permit me to research all 400 fan clubs, I have 

gathered an impression of many fan clubs through researching their social media accounts.  It 

has become clear that most of the fan clubs around the world that are active on social media 

share St. Pauli’s ideals, and these ideals are most likely why their members became fans. For 

example, the East River Pirates, a St. Pauli fan club based in New York City, wrote on their 

website: “We watch FCSP matches tape-delayed in convivial comradery while upholding the 

 
218 Member of the Braun Weiße Tulpen, interview with author, 30-04-2020. 
219 Ibidem. 
220 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
221 Groundhopping is the act of visiting different matches around the world, as to experience different fan 

cultures and football matches. 
222 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
223 FC Sankt Pauli Holland, ‘Over Ons’, http://www.stpauli.nl/ (consulted on 18-06-2020). 
224 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
225 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
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proud St. Pauli tradition of standing firmly against racism, sexism, homophobia and 

fascism.”226 Liverpool St. Pauli in Liverpool also proudly share St. Pauli’s ideals, as shown in 

Illustration 14, where Liverpool St. Pauli members are seen with a flag with the text ‘scousers 

gegen rechts’, 227 which showcases their opposition to right-wing politics in the same manner 

German St. Pauli fans do. Canadian fan club FC St. Pauli Toronto showed their commitment to 

St. Pauli’s ideals in a Twitter post showing members of the club attending a Pride Rally, with 

Rainbow St. Pauli flags and shirts bearing the text ‘no place for homophobia, fascism, sexism, 

racism, hate’.228 It is estimated that Glasgow St. Pauli, a fan club in Glasgow, Scotland, have 

raised over £10,000 for organisations caring for refugees, the homeless, victims of domestic 

violence and vulnerable children.229 There are many examples of St. Pauli fan clubs’ political 

engagement. Searching for simply ‘St. Pauli’ on Twitter or Instagram will shows one a host of 

different fan club accounts from all over the world. These social media accounts, more often 

than not, portray the political conviction of St. Pauli. 

One of the reasons for the large number of fan clubs is that few left-wing football clubs 

exist. For example, in the Netherlands there is no club that aligns itself with left-wing politics. 

Consequently, this ‘niche in the market’ is often filled by FC St. Pauli. However, one must not 

be too eager to jump to conclusions here. AEK Athens is a prominent Greek football team, who 

are arguably more successful than FC St. Pauli as they are in the first Greek division and 

occasionally play Champions League. Their fans are left-wing and have close friendships with 

FC St. Pauli. However, or maybe because of that, there are two FC St. Pauli fan clubs in Athens 

called FCSP Athens South End Scum and Athens Club.230 Athens Club was formed in 2007, 

making it one of the older international FC St. Pauli fan clubs.231 This means that there is 

something more to St. Pauli’s appeal than just the left-wing politics.   

 When interviewed by Vice, a member of South End Scum mentioned, “Almost all of us, 

prior to being involved with FC St. Pauli, had completely abandoned football.”232 This is similar 

 
226 East River Pirates, ‘About Us’, http://www.fcstpaulinyc.com/ (consulted on 18-06-2020). 
227 Scousers is a nickname for people from Liverpool. 
228 FC St. Pauli Toronto, Twitter post, https://twitter.com/FCStPauli416/status/1267408433030062081/photo/1 

(consulted on 19-06-2020). 
229 Will Magee, ‘Meet the St. Pauli Fan Clubs Springing Up Across the Globe’, Vice (02-02-2017), 

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/4xz4dg/meet-the-st-pauli-fan-clubs-springing-up-across-the-globe 

(consulted on 22-06-2020). 
230 FCSP Athens South End Scum, https://fcspsouthendscum.wordpress.com/ (consulted on 17-06-2020); FC St. 

Pauli Athens Club, Facebook account, https://www.facebook.com/fcstpauli.gr/ (consulted on 18-06-2020). 
231 W. Magee, ‘Meet the St. Pauli Fan Clubs Springing Up Across the Globe’, Vice (02-02-2017), 

https://www.vice.com/en_us/article/4xz4dg/meet-the-st-pauli-fan-clubs-springing-up-across-the-globe 

 (consulted on 22-06-2020). 
232 Ibidem. 
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to the experience of the FCSPH member, who mentioned losing interest in his club due to 

incidents like homophobia and a bad atmosphere. It is thus the lack of a club like FC St. Pauli 

and the left-wing atmosphere that it brings, that moved so many people to start fan clubs. 

 The international fan scene of St. Pauli is quite close. FCSPH, for example, has ties with 

de Brune Pandaer a Danish fan club. Illustration 13 shows a design shared by FCSPH on their 

Instagram page. As with the Antira tournament and the friendships of USP, the connection 

between international St. Pauli fan clubs has strengthened their commitment and power. Fan 

clubs can be inspired by other fan clubs to engage in political activism, as was the case with 

FCSPH’s idea for a politically charged music festival. 

 As discussed earlier, there can be tension between different groups of supporters. The 

Fanladen supplies international fan clubs with tickets, this has left some German supporters 

frustrated, as tickets are difficult to obtain. However, a member of FCSPH experienced that the 

reception by German fans is often friendly. It is important that one does not simply just go for 

the experience or the football: “You have to show that you live the whole body of thought.”233 

 FC St. Pauli has a fanbase that is unprecedented for a team that usually resides in the 

second German division. The ‘St. Pauli myth’ has probably played a role in the club’s 

international renown. However, there are several other reasons for its global fanbase. First, the 

Fanladen helps international fan clubs by supplying them with tickets, which encourages fans 

to start clubs and come to the Millerntor. Beyond the Fanladen, FC St. Pauli has developed this 

fanbase through their appeal as an alternative, left-wing club. Furthermore, the lack of other 

clubs like FC St. Pauli in their vicinity has moved many people to start fan clubs. However, 

what might be more important is that most of these fan clubs actively share St. Pauli’s ideas 

and politics. FC St. Pauli has thus gathered not just a worldwide fanbase. It has gathered a 

worldwide left-wing fanbase that actively participates in its political ideas. 

 
233 Member of FC Sankt Pauli Holland, interview with author, 23-05-2020. 
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Illustration 13: ‘Danish Dutch Dynamite’ a design 

shared on FC Sankt Pauli Holland’s Instagram page 

showing its closeness to the Danish St. Pauli fan club 

de Brune Pandaer. 

Illustration 14: ‘Scousers Gegen Rechts’, an image 

from English fan club Liverpool St. Pauli, stating 

their opposition to right-wing politics in the same 

manner St. Pauli fans do. 
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Conclusion 

With hundreds of politically active fan clubs around the world and an active fan group in USP, 

FC St. Pauli truly has a worldwide left-wing fanbase. When we look at the history of this 

fanbase, it is clear that it started to develop in the 1980s due to changes firmly rooted in the St. 

Pauli district, a district that has historically been home to political unrest and harsh living 

conditions. However, the club has not always represented its district, as it has a right-wing 

history and a questionable political past during the Third Reich, where famously the club’s 

president Wilhelm Koch, joined the NSDAP in 1937.234  

 Only in the 1970s did the club become more like its district. This was in part because 

the district had also changed with an influx of young and alternative people. In 1981 a crucial 

event occurred, the squatting of the Hafenstraße. This would directly lead to FC St. Pauli being 

seen as a left-wing club. The Hafenstraße squatters started attending matches at the Millerntor 

due to several factors. One of these was the relatively low attendance at FC St. Pauli matches, 

and thus lower resistance towards new fans from ‘original’ fans. Another factor was that the 

Millerntor was geographically close to the Hafenstraße and made for football, meaning it was 

compact and cosy, unlike some other stadiums. The Millerntor became the perfect place for the 

new supporters to meet others and to discuss and share political ideas much like the taverns in 

the 19th and 20th Centuries. The Millerntor was a crucial factor in attracting alternative 

supporters. Moreover, the team’s new passionate style of playing and its underdog status 

resonated strongly with potential new supporters, which was personified in goalkeeper Volker 

Ippig. 

 The movement that was created at the Gegengerade grew in the years to come due to 

their new fan’s humour and their opposition to right-wing influences that dominated some 

clubs. Instead of racist or hateful chants, things like ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder 

Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’ were sung. Nevertheless, commercialisation, which coincided with 

the club’s promotion in 1987, undeniably helped FC St. Pauli grow. Commentators had to sell 

the matches instead of just report them and FC St. Pauli proved to be a bestseller.235  

 St. Pauli supporters had cemented their ideals in the club with their opposition to the 

Sport Dome and other unpopular plans and the creation of the Fanladen and the MR!. The MR! 

functioned as a voice for the supporters and the Fanladen was a means by which the fan scene 

was truly taken over by the alternative supporters.236 The successful protests against the Sport 

 
234 Kuhn, Soccer vs. the State, 137. 
235 Griggs, ‘’Carlsberg don’t make football teams… but if they did’’, 79. 
236 Sanderson, ‘Nie Wieder Faschismus, Nie Wieder Krieg, Nie Wieder 3. Liga!’, 82. 
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Dome, the Millerntaler coins, lap dances in a corporate box and the eviction of the Bambule 

trailer park showed that the supporters of St. Pauli were successful in protesting and promoting 

their ideas, ideas that were beneficial to the club as they saw it but also to the citizens of St. 

Pauli. Their success motivated future protests. Supporters also managed to have their say in 

decisions regarding the club due to the Fanladen, the AGiM and the 50+1 rule that kept the club 

members in charge. 

 Although a new supporter’s movement had taken root and cemented itself, in the 1990s 

there was anxiety for the club’s future. There were only a limited number of new fanatic 

supporters, while ‘veteran supporters retired.237 The creation of USP in 2002 solved this 

problem, although not without criticism. The racists and homophobic incidents that occurred at 

the Rostock match in the 2009/2010 season show that FC St. Pauli is not perfect, and that some 

supporters at the Millerntor might be less radical than others. However, USP improved the 

atmosphere in the Millerntor with a relatively new style of ‘ultra’ support and carry on the 

political ideals that originated on the Gegengerade, both in the stands and beyond.  

 When USP joined the newly founded Alerta Network in 2007, they found their ideals 

strengthened through friendships with other antifascist supporter groups. St. Pauli supporters 

were now united with other fans in fighting against fascism and racism in the stands. The Antira 

tournament, a football tournament for friendly antifascist supporters, has a political undertone 

where football is combined with activism. Here, political football supporters from across the 

world can meet up, exchange ideas and experience, and can collectively strengthen each other’s 

efforts in standing up for what they believe is right. 

Because of their relatively unique appeal, political ideals, and support from the 

Fanladen, FC St. Pauli had garnered over 400 fan clubs throughout the world.238 Notably, these 

fan clubs are also actively involved in the political ideals that are alive in the Millerntor. In the 

1980s FC St. Pauli developed a left-wing fanbase, in the following years this fanbase 

strengthened and grew due to organisation and successful protests. With the creation of 

international friendships and Alerta, St. Pauli’s fanbase further developed its already 

international fanbase, the 400 fan clubs founded throughout the world turned St. Pauli’s fanbase 

into a truly worldwide, left-wing fanbase. 

 The historiography surrounding FC St. Pauli is far from complete. Further research 

could examine, for example, why FC St. Pauli developed such an international fanbase, while 

 
237 Martens, ‘Here to Stay with St. Pauli’, 664. 
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other left-wing teams did not.239 Other interesting topics could be a more in-depth historical 

study concerning the ‘myth’ that surrounds St. Pauli, for the club has profited but also suffered 

from this myth, or the changing political focus of St. Pauli supporters. The supporters at the 

Gegengerade in the ‘80s and the supporters today largely carry the same antifascist ideas, but 

today’s activism is more focused on neoliberalism, as evidenced in the G20 protest, compared 

to the pro-squatter movements of the ‘80s. Some things are still the same though, as the fight 

against fascism remains an ongoing struggle.  

The Against Modern Football trend is also interesting. It is a grass roots movement 

focused on fighting the increasing commercialisation of football. It is supported by many 

fanatic supporters, not just left-wing ones, and is a protest against making the game a product 

and the fans consumers. Increasing ticket prices, the banning of fireworks and high prices for 

replica t-shirts are among the related problems.240 Although the movement encompasses many 

different views, it is unmistakably anti-capitalist. FC St. Pauli’s supporters could potentially 

play a leading role in this movement.  

FC St. Pauli nowadays has an international left-wing fanbase which fights for its 

political beliefs and is often invested in its community. The struggle for the St. Pauli supporters 

now seems to lie in the ever-increasing commercialisation of ‘the beautiful game’, a struggle in 

which they are far from alone. Only time will tell how or if St. Pauli supporters will choose to 

undertake collective, political action in the future. However, in consideration of their history, 

they almost undoubtedly will continue to be anti-fascist, left-wing idealists committed to 

improving their club and communities. 

  

 
239 Comparisons with teams like Standard Liege, AEK Athens or AS Livorno could be valuable. 
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